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Bear Encounter Brochure

   Traveling in Bear Country

When you venture into bear country, you must be willing to accept these wild creatures on their
own terms. You have chosen to risk the possibility of encountering wild grizzly bears and black
bears. Although there are no guarantees of safety, by being perceptive and non-threatening, you
can minimize the chances of being involved in a dangerous confrontation with a bear. For your
own protection and to keep Denali's bear population healthy and wild, please carefully read and
abide by the following guidelines.

• Stay Alert - Avoid bears
 Bears can be anywhere, even near populated areas or around buildings. Look for footprints and
large droppings. Stay alert and watch for movement across the landscape. Try to hike in open
areas, either along wide river channels, or in the alpine tundra. This open habitat affords you the
opportunity to spot a bear before it sees you. Be aware of wind direction because bears rely
heavily on their sense of smell. Stay upwind of thickets so the bear has a chance to smell and hear
you. Never approach carcasses; a defensive bear is likely to be in the area. Be especially alert for
bears in berry patches. If possible, detour around areas with high concentrations of berries. When
you observe a bear, look for others; females often have cubs with them. Female grizzlies
aggressively defend their cubs, therefore, never get between a female and her cubs. Be prepared
to alter your route if you sight a bear. Never approach a bear or attempt to pressure it to move out
of your way. Always give bears the right of way.
 
• Make Noise
 When visibility is limited, such as in forested or brushy areas, bears may be difficult to see. A
bear may also be less likely to sense a human presence. Make a variety of noises (loud talking
works well) to alert bears of your presence. When given the opportunity, a bear will often move
out of the way. Whistling is not recommended because a bear may perceive the sound as a prey
animal. Sound does not travel well on windy days or near running water. Compensate for these
conditions by altering your route and increasing the amount of noise you make.
 
• Camping and Food Handling
 In the back-country, cook and store food at least 100 yards (100 meters) downwind from your
tent, in an area with good visibility in all directions. Keep an eye out for approaching bears while
preparing food. Be prepared to put all food away quickly when a bear is observed. Avoid cooking
greasy or odorous foods. Do not sleep in the clothes you wore while cooking. When spending the
night in the back-country, always store your food and garbage in a bear resistant food container.
 
 In the roadside campgrounds, all food, beverages, containers, pet food, coolers, and cooking
utensils must be stored in a closed, hard-sided vehicle, or in campground food-storage lockers
when not in use. Trash must be stored in the same manner as food or deposited in a bear-resistant
garbage can. Scrape unwanted food from pots and plates into a bear-resistant garbage can. Never
leave food, containers, or garbage unattended. Bears are often destroyed when they become
persistent in seeking out human food.
 

• If You Encounter A Bear
 Do not run. Bears can run faster than 30 mph (50 km/h), even faster than Olympic sprinters.
Running is likely to elicit a predatory chase response from an otherwise non-aggressive bear. If
the bear is unaware of you, detour away from it. Give the bear plenty of room, allowing it to
continue its own activities undisturbed. If the bear is aware of you but has not acted aggressively,
back away slowly while keeping an eye on the bear, talk in a calm, firm voice while slowly

NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

 Denali

 Heidi Barker

Bear Encounters



Denali National Park and Preserve
Bear-Human Conflict Management Plan June 2003

148
Appendix P

Educational Materials

 waving your arms above your head. These actions will help the bear confirm that you are a
human and not a prey animal. Grizzly bears do not normally prey on humans. A bear that stands
up on its hind legs is not acting aggressively, but is curious and is trying to identify you. Help it
out by following the above guidelines. Scientific evidence clearly indicates that when given the
opportunity most bears will avoid humans.

• If A Bear Approaches or Charges You
 Do not run: do not drop your pack. A pack can help protect your body in case of an attack.
Dropping a pack may encourage the bear to approach humans for food in the future. Most charges
are bluffs, sometimes coming to within 10 feet (3 meters) of a person before stopping or veering
off. Stand still until the bear stops and has moved away, then slowly back off. Due to the small
size of the trees in the sub-arctic, climbing a tree may not provide protection.
 
• If A Grizzly Bear Attacks
 The grizzly's ferocious reputation arises largely from the fact that a female grizzly will
aggressively defend her young. Most attacks are defensive, therefore, if a grizzly bear does
actually make contact with you, drop to the ground and play dead. However, do not play dead
before contact is imminent, as it may elicit a curious approach from the bear. Leave your pack on
and put your arms around the back of your head and neck for protection. The majority of charges
are from female grizzlies protecting their young. By playing dead you will neutralize the threat
that you represent to the bears cubs. However, if the attack is prolonged fight back vigorously
because the bear may be preying on you.
 

• If A Black Bear Attacks
 If you are being approached or followed by a black bear, aggressively chase the bear away, even
if it is a female with young. Black bears have been known to stalk and prey-on humans in a few
isolated incidents. Black bear attacks are rarely defensive. Females will generally send their cubs
up a tree in order to protect them rather then aggressively defend them. If attacked by a black bear
fight back vigorously.
 
 
• Tell a Ranger
 Please report all bear encounters to a ranger. This information is used for management and
 research on bear-human interaction.
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Camping and Bears Brochure

CAMPING AND BEARS

For the safety of bears and people please follow these simple guidelines while camping
at Denali National Park:

NEVER LEAVE FOOD UNATTENDED, even for a short time.  Always store food in vehicles or food lockers located in the
campgrounds.

If a bear or wolf approaches, gather up all food and slowly back away to your vehicle.

When preparing meals, bring out only what you plan to eat immediately.  Think about what to do if a bear approaches and discuss the
plan with your partners.

Dispose of waste food, wrappers, containers, and food particles in bear proof trash cans only.

Never feed wildlife of any kind (including gulls, squirrels, and foxes).

Please do not burn trash in campfires.

Keep dogs on a leash at all times. They may be walked on the road only. Do not leave them outside unattended.

Report possible food/garbage problems to campground host or ranger.

Dispose of gray water at the following locations:

Riley Creek Campground has gray water sinks near the restrooms.  Clean food particles out of and rinse sinks,
dispose of food particles in bear proof trash cans, and close doors when you leave.
Savage Campground ...  dump gray water in the flush toilets, not in portable toilets.
Teklanika Campground has gray water basins near the restrooms.  Please clean food particles out of basin and
rinse with water from a spigot.
Sanctuary & Igloo Campgrounds ... remove food particles from gray water and dispose of in bear proof trash
cans.  Disperse cleaned gray water in bushes away from campsites.
Wonder Lake Campground has a gray water sink at the restroom building.  Clean food particles out of and rinse
the sink well.

Fortunately the bears at Denali rarely get human food or garbage and therefore are not as likely to seek contact with people.  Please help us to
continue this unique situation.  See the Denali Alpenglow for additional bear safety information.   Thank you.

Created  6/9/03

 Denali NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

 Heidi Barker
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Campground Informational Sign

Bear Information on Denali’s WEB site – text only:

http://www.nps.gov/dena/home/visitorinfo/bearsafety/home.html

Safety in Bear Country

I. Minimizing Bear - Human Conflicts is a priority responsibility of all park and concession
employees. We all need to watch for situations that could lead to conflicts.

* Food/garbage handling or storage problems

* Inappropriate human behavior around bears

II. How do we avoid problems with bears?

FRONTCOUNTRY 
(Hotel, H.Q., roads, campgrounds)

1. Prevent all food and garbage problems

CAMPING AND BEARS
For the safety of bears and people please follow these

simple guidelines while camping at Denali National Park:

NEVER LEAVE FOOD UNATTENDED, even for a short time.  Always store food in vehicles
or food lockers located in the campgrounds.

If a bear approaches, gather up all food and slowly back away to your vehicle.

When preparing meals, bring out only what you plan to eat immediately.  Think about what to do
if a bear approaches and discuss the plan with your partners.

Dispose of waste food, wrappers, containers, and food particles in bear proof trash cans only.

Report possible food/garbage problems to campground host or ranger.

Dispose of gray water at the following locations:
Riley Creek Campground has gray water sinks near the restrooms.  Clean food particles out of
and rinse sinks, dispose of food particles in bear proof trash cans, and close doors when you leave.
Savage Campground ...  dump gray water in the flush toilets, not in portable toilets.
Teklanika Campground has gray water basins near the restrooms.  Please clean food particles
out of basin and rinse with water from a spigot.
Sanctuary & Igloo Campgrounds ... remove food particles from gray water and dispose of in
bear proof trash cans.  Disperse cleaned gray water in bushes away from campsites.
Wonder Lake Campground has a gray water sink at the restroom building.  Clean food particles
out of and rinse the sink well.

Fortunately the bears at Denali rarely get human food or garbage and therefore are not as likely to
seek contact with people.  Please help us to continue this unique situation.  See the Denali Alpenglow
for additional bear safety information.   Thank you.
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- Keep housing and hotel areas clean
- No food, beverages, coolers, or dirty grills left outside; not even empty cans or
coolers
- Always use bear-proof trash cans and dumpsters.
-Never leave trash beside a full can.
- BE RESPONSIBLE. Report or correct problems.

2. Stay aware of bear activity

- Bears commonly use frontcountry areas
- Watch for bear sign: tracks, scat, kills
- Respect posted warnings. Removing signs endangers people and bears.

3. Be careful on roads and trails.

- Stay alert and make noise while hiking or biking
- If you encounter a bear while bicycling

a) Do NOT try to outrun the bear
b) Keep food with you
c) Keep bike with you. Hold bike between you and the bear. Back away slowly.

BACKCOUNTRY

1. Watch for bear sign. Recognize prime feeding areas and avoid them if possible, i.e., berry
patches.

2. Bears travel along trails and rivers. Watch for natural bottlenecks that could funnel bears
into your camp.

3. Avoid surprising bears. Travel in the open when possible. Make noise when visibility is
limited.

4. Travel/camp with one or more companions. More eyes can watch for bears. Conversation
is a good way to alert bears to your presence. Bears are less likely to approach groups.

5. Never approach a bear. Get out of the way or detour widely if you have that option,
especially if a bear is not aware of you.

6. When a bear sees you, let the bear know that you are human. Wave your arms over your
head and speak in a firm, even tone. Back away slowly.

7. If a bear approaches, HOLD YOUR GROUND, DON'T RUN, AND DON'T DROP
YOUR PACK. Back away slowly if the bear stops.
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8. Never play dead unless a bear actually makes contact with you, then keep your pack on,
pull your knees up toward your chin and stay as quiet as possible.

9. Never cook or eat in or at your tent. Listen carefully to the information given at the back-
country desk about setting up your camp.

10. Avoid eating or storing food where visibility is limited. Be prepared to re-pack all food,
even cooked food, in your BRFC and lock the lid at a moment's notice.

OTHER WILDLIFE: 

Denali is considered a pristine wilderness, and you will very likely encounter wildlife while
in the backcountry. Please keep Denali's animals wild for others to enjoy by following these
basic guidelines when encountering wildlife:

Do not feed wildlife.

Do not approach or follow wildlife.

If your presence alters an animal's behavior, you are too close.
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Bear Safety Precautions for Researchers and Contractors

Researchers and contractors working in Denali National Park and Preserve are required to
follow the same regulations and guidelines concerning bears as other visitors to the park.

Under no circumstances are bears to be approached or harassed.  Except for specific,
documented bear management or bear research purposes bears should not be approached.  The
only other possible exception is for defense of life or property.

All food and food waste must be stored and disposed of in a bear proof manner. This
includes all canned goods, MREs, and beverages. Acceptable storage areas are hard-sided
vehicles or buildings, bear resistant food canisters (BRFCs), locking metal drums, or bear proof
garbage cans. For any long term or over-night work in the park this type of storage is required.
Coolers are not acceptable, even when stored on vehicle roofs. Food carried on day hikes must
not be left unattended.

Guns are illegal in the wilderness area of the park except for bear research and
management or law enforcement reasons. When proper food storage and other safety
guidelines are followed in Denali, guns are unnecessary. If situations develop where guns seem
necessary an effort should be made to contact wildlife management personnel first.

Unfenced field camps in the backcountry should not be left unattended for extended
periods. Even when human food is not stored there, tents and other equipment can attract curious
bears, and damage could occur.

Fenced camps must have gates closed and secured when they are unattended. Reasonable
measures must be taken to keep fences as bear proof as possible. Bears may attempt to go under
as well as over a fence. Any problems with fenced camps should be reported.

Cabins used as housing should be secured against bears when unattended and food and
garbage smells should be kept to a minimum. Gray water should be dispersed away from
cabins so that odors are not concentrated just outside the cabin door.  Bears commonly use the
areas around park cabins and may be active day or night.

All interactions with bears in the field should be reported on a Bear Information Management
System (BIMS) form.  Interactions are instances when a bear is aware of your presence and reacts
either passively (ignoring you) or actively (running, approaching, etc.) Any case of bears getting
human food, causing property damage, or injury should be reported immediately. Report bear
problems to the Wildlife Management Technicians, a ranger, or the park dispatch office.

I understand these safety guidelines and have been given bear encounter information.

Signed___________________________________________Date________________
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Keep Wildlife Wild Brochure
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Campground Bulletin Boards Bear Safety Information
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Alpenglow Bear Safety Article - 2003
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 Appendix Q: Backcountry Use Guidelines
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 Appendix R: Field Guidelines 

These field guidelines are intended to provide general descriptions of management
responses for the most common types of problems experienced at Denali. It must be
understood that every interaction will pose its own unique set of considerations.

1. Repeated Observations of Bear(s) in One Location:

• Patrol ranger may check area for a carcass, berry patch, etc. which may warrant a
temporary closure.

• Contact Chief Ranger and Wildlife Biologist if it appears closure may be needed.
Contact the Communication Center if a closure is implemented (Appendix H).

• Remove closure when hazard is gone.

• Document observations (Appendix G).

2. Bear Observed in close proximity of Developed Area:

• Notify Wildlife Management Technicians and/or Law Enforcement Rangers.

• Inform other staff or visitor center staff if in area of VC.

• Inform visitors or residents in the area. 

• Inform the Communication Center.

• Be especially alert for food and sanitation problems during routine patrols of nearby
developed area.  

• Monitor the area if the developed area is Eielson Visitor Center or if the animal seems
to be traveling toward a developed area.

• Document observations 

3. Bear in Developed Area:

• Notify Wildlife Management Technicians and/or Law Enforcement Rangers.

• Inform other staff or visitor center staff if in area of VC.

• Inform visitors or residents in the area.

• Inform the Communication Center.

• Monitor the bears' activities.

• Document initial report or observation.  

A. Initial Contact with Bear:
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• Attempt to mark the bear (i.e., paint ball) for future positive identification.

• Initiate hazing.

• Post "bear in area" signs in campground (Appendix B).

• The Sub-district Ranger will initiate extra patrols to contact visitors and
eliminate unattended food and garbage.

• Interpretive Division will mention the situation during walks and talks.

• The Sub-district Ranger will request that VC give additional warning to
campers receiving permits for that area.

• Continue to monitor the bear's activities and behavior patterns. 

• Document all actions (Appendix G). 

B. Second Contact; Same Bear and initial hazing has not worked:

• Initial Closure:

• Consider closure, especially for small campgrounds, to give the bear(s)
a chance to move out of the area.

• Maintain closure for 5 days and patrol the area for the presence of the
bear(s).

• If there is no bear(s) after 5 days, open the area.

• If the bear(s) is still frequenting the area, consider extending closure.

• Mark the bear (radio collar).

• Initiate aversive conditioning of the bear.

• If hazing or aversive conditioning fails, consider translocation. 

• Document all actions.

4. People On Road within ¼ mile of a bear.

• Provide information about the current situation and bears in general

• Offer transportation out of area

• If the bear(s) is very close, monitor the situation, or remove the people from the area.

• If people are intentionally approaching the bear(s), consider written warnings or
citations.

• Document all actions.
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5. Private Vehicles Stopped, Observing Bear.

• Provide information about bears and safety around bears.  Emphasize the problems
that arise when bears obtain unnatural food and the effects of traffic on wildlife.

• If time permits, monitor the situation, especially in spring or fall when private
vehicles are allowed to drive the road and DENA and shuttle bus traffic is light.

• Encourage people to move on after a reasonable time observing the bear.

• Rangers should try to stay with groups of photographers and enforce Code of Ethics
for photographers with permits.  Emphasize to visitors that not only human safety is
of concern, but also the safety of the bear. 

• Document all actions.

6. Dead Animal

• Notifications

• Inform other staff or visitor center staff if in area of VC.

• Inform visitors or residents in the area.

• Inform the Communication Center.

• Conduct an investigation. 

• Notify visitor center staff and bus drivers so visitors entering the area can be
informed.

• Document initial report or observation

A. No bear on carcass:

1) If the carcass is in area where a closure won't be effective, such as
within 300 meters of developed site, Visitor Center, Science and
Learning Center, Riley Creek Campground, within 50 meters of
Highway 3, or along Alaska Railroad:

• Attempt to move carcass to an area less frequented by people or
where closures or patrols can control people.

• The Wildlife Biologist, in consultation with the Chief Ranger, will
decide on the relocation site. (e.g. the service road North of Sanctuary
Campground, or the service road East of Teklanika bridge, service
road beyond Toklat Road Camp).

• Close relocation area if necessary (Appendix H).

• Open when the carcass has been consumed.
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• Document all actions. 

2) Within 100 meters of backcountry trail or within 800 meters of park
road and on a constricted, regular travel route:

• Close the area at access points and around carcass (Appendix H).

• Patrol the area to see if the carcass has been consumed.

• Open when the carcass has been consumed.

• Document all actions. 

3) Further than 800 meters off road and not within 100 meters of trail or
common route:

• The Backcountry Subdistrict Ranger will request that staff issuing
backcountry permits or contacting day hikers inform these parties of
the location of the carcass.

• Discontinue this process once the carcass has been consumed.

• Document all actions. 

B.   Bear on Carcass:

1) In frontcountry, along road, view points, access points for travel routes,
within 300 meters of developed site, Visitor Center, Science and Learning
Center, Riley Creek Campground, and Headquarters:

• Notification.

• Inform other staff or Visitor Center staff if in area of VC.

• Inform visitors or residents in the area.

• Inform the Communications Center.

• Close the area.

• Patrol regularly to ensure people are not in the area.

• Open when the carcass has been consumed and the bear(s) is out
of the area. 

• Document all actions.

2) In the backcountry

• Inform backcountry desk staff

• Close area especially if it is frequented by backcountry users



Denali National Park and Preserve
Bear-Human Conflict Management Plan June 2003

164
Appendix R

Field Guidelines

• Patrol the area and open when the carcass has been consumed

• Document all actions.

7. Single Interaction, No Injury and No Food Obtained.

• If necessary, escort people away from the bear without provoking further
interactions.

• Conduct an initial investigation for the causes of the incident.

• Monitor the situation.

• Make appropriate notifications.

• Document all actions.

A. Interaction resulting from intentional or unintentional harassment:

• Provide information concerning bear behavior to individuals involved to
prevent future negative interactions.

• Consider written warnings or citations.

• No management action directed toward the bear(s).

• Consider a temporary closure (one-week maximum).

• Document all actions.

B. Interaction resulting from a surprise encounters, curious approach,
dominance interaction, predatory response, or close range tolerance:

• Provide information concerning bear behavior to individuals involved to
prevent future negative interactions.

• No management action directed toward the bear(s).

• Consider a closure (one-week maximum). 

• Document all actions.

C. Bear interest in anthropogenic food:

• Attempt to mark the bear (i.e. paint ball, radio collar) for future positive
identification.

• Initiate hazing or aversive conditioning.

• If aversive conditioning fails, consider relocation.
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D. Bear exhibiting threatening behavior:

• Attempt to mark the bear (i.e. paint ball, radio collar) for future positive
identification.

• Test.

• Attempt relocation.

• If relocation fails or is not a reasonable option, consider placement in a
zoo or research facility or destruction.

• Document all actions.

8. Bear exhibiting tolerant, conditioned or rewarded behavior.  No injuries or food
obtained.

• Conduct a thorough review of all interactions.  Review the causes of the bear's
behavior and determine if the problems in the area are related to one animal.

• If the Wildlife Management Technicians, Sub-district Ranger and Wildlife Biologist
feel a bear represents an unusual threat to visitor safety, close area.

• Initiate patrol procedure.

• Document all actions.

A. If patrol procedure identifies bear attracted to human food or
conditioned:

• Attempt to mark the bear (i.e. paint ball, radio collar) for future positive
identification.

• Initiate hazing or aversive conditioning.

• If aversive conditioning fails, consider relocation.

• If relocation fails or is not a reasonable option, consider placement in a
zoo or research facility.

B. If the bear demonstrates threatening behavior toward people:

• Consider destruction

C. If patrols do not find a bear demonstrating these behaviors, open the
area after three patrols and/or two weeks.

9. Bear Obtains anthropogenic Food.
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A.  All Incidents:

• Conduct an initial investigation to determine the type of incident.

• Make appropriate notifications. 's

• Begin initial response procedures.

• Consider written warnings or citations.

• Provide information concerning bears to individuals involved.

• Consider how food and garbage handling practices may have contributed
to the incident when selecting management options.

• Document all actions.

B. Backcountry:

• Close the area.

• Clear the area and locate the bear(s).

• Attempt to mark the bear (radio collar, paint ball) for future positive
identification.

• Initiate aversive conditioning.

• If the patrol is unsuccessful in finding the bear(s), open the area after
five days.

• Document all actions.

C. Frontcountry:

• Correct any food or garbage handling problems.

• Identify the bear(s).

• Attempt to mark the bear (radio collar, paint ball) for future positive
identification.

• If bear returns, initiate hazing or aversive conditioning.

• If aversive conditioning fails, consider translocation.

• If two translocations fail, consider placement in a zoo or research facility,
or destruction. 

• If the patrol is unsuccessful in finding the bear(s), open the area after five
days.

Document all actions.
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